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The Love That I Have 

By James Moloney 

Book Summary: 

Margot Baumann has left school to take up her sister's job in 
the mailroom of a large prison. But this is Germany in 1944, and 
the prison is Sachsenhausen concentration camp near Berlin. 

Margot is shielded from the camp's brutality as she has no 
contact with prisoners. But she does handle their mail and, 
when given a cigarette lighter and told to burn the letters, she is 
horrified by the callous act she must carry out with her own 
hands. This is especially painful since her brother was taken 
prisoner at Stalingrad and her family have had no letters from 
him. So Margot steals a few letters, intending to send them in 
secret, only to find herself drawn to their heart-rending words 
of hope, of despair, and of love. 

 

This historical novel explores the complexity of war, and the 
fraught part played by ordinary people in it, and is an extremely 
moving, and yet subtle testimony to the power of words, and 
most of all, to the power of love.  

Themes 

¶ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΣ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ DŜrmany and Nazism 

¶ The Holocaust and Anti-Semitism 

¶ Displaced People and Refugees 

¶ Australia During and After World War II  

¶ Friendship and Love Versus Hate  

¶ Morality and Choice  
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BOOK SUMMARY   

Ψ5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΚΩ όǇ офύ Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 
ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅǎ ƴƻ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŀŎŜ ƻǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦΩ όǇ ммоύ  

Sixteen-year-old Margot Baumann begins work as a clerk in the mailroom at Sachsenhausen, 
a concentration camp in her hometown of Oranienburg, north of Berlin, taking the job her 
sister Renate has vacated to become personal assistant to a Captain Goldapp. Margot has no 
access to the prisoners and is not aware of the atrocities taking place. But she begins to 
secretly read the letters by inmates, which she has been told by her superior to burn, and 
realises that, far from what she has been taught, the Jewish people have deep feelings just 
like her own. Her brother Walther is a prisoner in Stalingrad and her other brother Franz is in 
the German forces too, so she feels sympathy for these prisoners and the need to protect 
their letters. She is particularly touched by those written by a young German prisoner named 
Dieter Kleinschmidt to a Jewish girl named Margot Lipsky whose family the Kleinschmidts had 
ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƛƴ IŀƴƴƻǾŜǊΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊΦ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ 
touch Margot so deeply that she decides to ease his pain by writing letters back, in the 
pretence that the other Margot has sent them. She becomes so involved in this subterfuge 
that she also seeks to protect him from the brutal weather by blackmailing her sister Renate 
and her married lover Captain Goldapp into transferring him into the laundry where it is 
warmer, and where he is assigned safer work. Dieter and Margot meet, and then she is 
ōƭŀŎƪƳŀƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ΨƪŀǇƻΩ ƛƴǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ {ŎƘƴŀǇǇǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǊŜŎȅΦ ! 
despairing soldier Corporal Meier is so impressed by her obvious love for Dieter that he risks 
his life to help her to smuggle supplies in to him. Neither is sure of the love of the other, given 
the few times they have met. The war ends and Dieter is released but returns to his family via 
a brutal march enforced by the SS before being abandoned to make his own way to a hospital 
ƛƴ IŀƳōǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IŀƴƴƻǾŜǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳΣ aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ 
escape, by Captain Goldapp, but instead, Margot hides in the garden of her home where she 
ōǳǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
abandoned camp, and is captured, and badly branded with a swastika on her cheek by a 
Russian soldier, before becoming an assistant to an over-worked Polish female doctor, Anya.  
Dieter discovers via a letter to his mother from Margot Lipsky that she and her brother Ethan 
survived. He travels to meet her in Berlin knowing that she never loved, or is likely to love 
him. He also receives a letter from Frau Baumann saying that Margot has died. He decides to 
visit her grave to place a letter on it, on the way home from Berlin, but is stunned to find her 
at home with her parents, although she refuses to see him. She finally agrees to meet him, 
and she reveals her terrible affliction. Their story ends enigmatically with Dieter being 

arrested for collaboration during the war. Margot begs her father to intervene, to no avail. 
However, Dieter is released after trial, on the brave evidence of Corporal Meier, who is 
himself on trial for  his actions as a member of the Gestapo (and who has almost certainly 
signed his own death warrant), and on the condition that Dieter travel home to Hannover. 
The letter left for Margot by Dieter is destroyed by her vindictive mother but the words on its 

envelope are saved by her father, and give Margot some hope, in that they were written for 
her alone. The story ends there, but is taken up again in some final letters written in 2016 by 
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a Lilianna Musgrave, to the director of the Berlin Museum, which bring this moving tale to a 
conclusion, albeit an open-ended one.  

This historical novel explores the complexity of war, and the fraught part played by ordinary 
people in it, and is an extremely moving, and yet subtle testimony to the power of words, and 
most of all, to the power of love.  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

James Moloney ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !ƭƭ 
ōǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǊǘƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǿƻƴ /./! ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀwarded 
CŀƳƛƭȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ aǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
Library in Munich. See his website for further insights into his life and work. 
http://www.jamesmoloney.com.au/ 

CHARACTERS 

The Significance of Character:  Characters are the heart of any narrative, the catalysts for 
action, and the central core around which all other narrative aspects must revolve and work. 
In this work there are several major characters (some of whom figure briefly in the action) 
and a cast of minor ones.   

Major Characters: Margot Baumann and Dieter Kleinschmidt.  
 
Discussion Point:  Discuss the characters of Margot and Dieter. 

Discussion Point: Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǇƻǎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ YƭŜƛƴǎŎƘƳƛŘǘΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ LΩǾŜ 
ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘΦ IŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƻȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ IŜΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦΩ όǇǇ мммςнύ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
parts of the narrative.  
 
Discussion Point: wŜƴŀǘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ !ƭōƛŜ DƻƭŘŀǇǇΥ ΨaŀǊƎƻǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ Ŧƻƻƭ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘΦΩ όǇ тлύ ²Ƙŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ 
false? 
 
Discussion Point: Which of the main characters did you find most appealing, and 
why?     

 

 

Minor Characters: aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ wŜƴŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ DŜǊƘŀǊŘ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴ ŀƴŘ 
CǊŀǳ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴΤ ¦ƴǘŜǊƻŦŦƛȊƛŜǊ WǳƴƎŜΣ aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƭǊƻƻƳΤ .ǊǳƴƻΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƴǎƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƭǊƻƻƳΤ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ !ƭōƛŜ DƻƭŘŀǇǇΣ wŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ōƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜǊΤ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
parents; Margot Lipsky and Ethan LƛǇǎƪȅΣ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŎŀƳǇ 
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ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƪŀǇƻ ŀǘ {ŀŎƘǎŜƴƘŀǳǎŜƴΤ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ aŜƛŜǊΤ [ƛƭƛΣ aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΤ 
!ƴȅŀΣ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ aŀǊƎƻǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΤ WŜǊȊȅ wŀŘƛƴǎƪƛΣ aŀǊƎƻǘ [ƛǇǎƪȅΩǎ 
friend; Ben, a Jewish/Australian soldier in the English Military Police whom Dieter 
meets in Hannover.  

Discussion Point: Is there a minor character who might have played a larger part, eg. 
Corporal Meier or Margot Lipsky? Why would you have liked to have seen more of 
this or any other character?  
Character Arcs are the curve on which key events show how a character grows or 
develops in response to events and to interactions with other characters in the novel.  

Activity: Choose a character and trace an arc on which key events indicate some 
aspect of their personality or change in their behaviour.  

 

Themes- 77ρρ (ÉÔÌÅÒȭÓ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙ ÁÎÄ .ÁÚÉÓÍ 

Ψ5ƛŜǘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ .ŜǊƭƛƴΦ Ψ! ǿŀǎǘŜƭŀƴŘΣ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ-ǎŎŀǇŜΣΩ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ 
the centre of the city... What he saw now was that giants had played the same game with a 
living city. The relentless tide of war had washed through Berlin, leaving only a wall here and 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŎŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊŜȅǎ ƘƛƎƘΦΩ όǇ муфύ  
 

Activity: Research the origins of WWII and how and why HitlerΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ мфоо ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ²²LL ƛƴ мфофΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ²²L 
was one factor, and growing unemployment was another. 
 

Discussion Point: ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ bŀȊƛǎƳΚ aǳǘǘƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
ƛƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ±ŀǘƛ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CǸƘǊŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ΨDŜǊƳŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōŜǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩ όǇ мнфύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƘŜǎƛǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ 
Margot when she asks if he still believes in him after the losses of war. Discuss his statements 
in relation to research into how Hitler seized power in Germany. 
 

ActivityΥ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
which supported him. 
 

Activity: Research the destruction of Germany as a power during WWII, and the history of 
how Germany fared after the war.  
 

Activity: Read other YA novels about this period in Germany. [See Bibliography.] 
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Themes- The Holocaust and Anti -Semitsism 

 
Ψ{ƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƎǊƻǿ ƘŜǊŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦΩ όǇ тсύ  
 

Discussion Point: It has been said that some six million European Jews or two thirds of the 
Jewish population in Europe were killeŘ ōȅ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ bŀȊƛ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 
during the Holocaust, also known as the Shoah. How was Hitler able to mobilise such feelings 
ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘƛƴƎ ΨƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǘǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ΨǇrƻƎǊŀƳǎΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
the Jews before this time. How long has Anti-Semitism existed in the world?  As Ben says to 
5ƛŜǘŜǊΥ ΨLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ IƛǘƭŜǊ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴΦΩ όǇ мсфύ 
 

Discussion Point: Ψ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘΤ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ IƛǘƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
best thing that ever happened to their kind because they could torment the defenceless all 
Řŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƳŜŘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦΩ όǇ мфрύ !ǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŘŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
others?  
 

Discussion Point: Concentration camps were places where abominations were committed. 
Ψ{ƳƻƪŜΚΩ ƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘǎΣ ΦΦΦ ΨbƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦΩ όǇ мрύ aŀǊƎƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ 
what goes on within these walls although she receives hints (p 65) and (p 101). How did so 
many other ordinary people fail to notice the deaths taking place in close proximity to them? 
Or did many simply ignore or refuse to acknowledge the evidence?  
 

Discussion Point: This novel encourages readers to understand the feelings of ordinary 
people ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜΥ ΨCƻǊ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ L 
Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ LΩǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΥ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ²ŀƭǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
!ŘƻƭŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΦΩ όǇ оύ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŀǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ 16 year old 
writing these words is shocking; but we come to understand the historical and personal 
context in which Margot lived, and how young people were indoctrinated.  
 

Discussion Point: After WWII, Jews were persecuted by their fellow Jews when suspected of 
having collaborated while interned in concentration camps, as Dieter is. Why did Jewish 
people turn against their own in this way? And why did others continue to resent the Jews 
even after the terrible extermination of millions of their relatives became so well-known?   
 

Discussion Point: ΨLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΦΩ όǇ мфлύ ¢ƘŜ {{ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
after demobilisation faced Jewish retribution after WWII, and the Russians were also brutal 
towards those Germans they captured.  Brutality often unleashes brutality in the victims.    
 
 
 
 



 
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be 

reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale. 

       
Page 8 

Activity: !ƴƴŜ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ The Diary of a Young Girl (1947) about her experiences as a Jewish child 
hiding during World War II is regarded as a cƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻƛǊΦ aŀǊƎƻǘ [ƛǇǎƪȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
were similarly hidden by the Kleinschmidt family early in WWII. Read other such memoirs 
revealing the persecution of Jews. Discuss the dangers encountered by such brave people, 
should their actions be discovered by authorities. [See Bibliography.] 
 
Discussion Point: Language used in such dire situations as the Holocaust is often deliberately 
ōƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǊƻŎƛǘȅΣ ŜƎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΩ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ Ǝŀǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊǎΦ 
Today such language masks similar atrocities taking place throughout the world.   
 
Discussion Point: Margot has been brought up to believe in the superiority of the Aryan 
people to Jews, and to admire Hitler. But he war and reading the letters in the camp 
mailroom changes that. Read tƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΥ Ψ Ψ5ƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚΩΦΦΦ ǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ 
ǎƻōǎΦΩ όǇǇ ммоς4) and discuss.  
 
 
 

Displaced People and Refugees 

Ψ!ƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŀǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦΩ όǇ мупύ  

 

Discussion Point: Between 11 million and 20 million people were displaced during World War 
II.  Research the plight they found themselves in the DP camps and the immigration programs 
negotiated with various countries which responded to their need for re-settlement. Where 
did many of these DPs immigrate to? 

 
Discussion Point: 
 Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ {{ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƳǳǊŘŜǊǎΦΩ όǇ мфлύ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀƳǇǎ ƻǊ 
on their further journeys.  
 

Palestine and the Jewish People 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ WŜǿǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦΩ όǇ мфсύ  
  
Discussion Point:  aŀƴȅ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ ²²LL ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ψ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘǎΩ ς they 
fled from post-war anti-Semitism to form the newly declared Jewish state of Israel in 
Palestine. Trace the history of this country and the conflicts which have followed.  
 
Discussion Point:  What were the challenges Jewish people confronted in creating a new 
autonomous Jewish state in a region where Arab people have lived for thousands of years?   
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Emigrants to Australia After WW11  

 
Ψ ΨaŀȅōŜ LΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦΩ όǇ нннύ 

 
Discussion Point: After WWII, many European people emigrated to Australia and have formed 
strong communities largely in Melbourne, Sydney, Perth and Adelaide. Research this topic 
further. 
 

Activity: Ben, the Jewish Australian soldier (in English uniform) whom Dieter meets in the 
street (p 166) in Hannover, in September 1945 sews the seed for his immigration to Australia. 
Many made life-changing decisions like this by chance, with no idea of what type of country 
they were coming to.   
 

Friendship and Love  

ó¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦΩ όǇ ммсύ  
 

Discussion Point: ó¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ƛƭƛ ŀƴŘ ƳŜΦ L ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ 
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǳǇ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦΩ όǇ мнύ   aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
expression of her faith in love.  
 
Discussion PointΥ wŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ όǇ соύ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ DƻƭŘŀǇǇ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΚ   

 

Discussion Point: aŀǊƎƻǘ [ƛǇǎƪȅ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΥ ΨhǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƳΦΩ όǇ мфуύ 9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀŘ ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀ ōƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƎƻǘ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪΦ ΨLΩƳ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦǊŜŜΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜΩŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
treacheroǳǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘΦΩ όǇ мффύ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǎƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ 
each other?  
 

Power of Words and Stories  

 ΨIŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƘŜǊ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣΩ όǇ рсύΦ  

 
Discussion Point: Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǾŜƭΣ aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ 
to survive the concentration camp.  
 

Discussion Point: Words and books are powerful metaphors for hope in this and other 
IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ aŀǊƪǳǎ ½ǳǎŀƪΩǎ ¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ¢ƘƛŜŦ όнллсύΣ aƻǊǊƛǎ DƭŜƛǘȊƳŀƴΩǎ hƴŎŜ 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪƛŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΩǎ IƛǘƭŜǊ ǘǊƛƭƻƎȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ όмфффύΦ  5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ 
writing and reading can offer solace or encourage hope in those who suffer torture or 
ŘŜǇǊƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ !ƴƴŜ CǊŀƴƪΩs The Diary of a Young Girl (1947) and other such first 
person narratives.  
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Survival and Hope  

Ψ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ƪƛƭƭǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŀƴ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƻǊ ǘȅǇƘǳǎΦΩ όǇ нпύ 

 

Discussion Point: ó... ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƳǇ ǘƘŀƴ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎs and 
beatings from the kaposΦΩ όǇ ммтύ /ŀƴ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƪƛƭƭ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΚ  

 

Discussion Point: What else gives the characters in this novel hope?  
 

Morality and Choice  

 
Ψ²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ [ǳŦǘǿŀŦŦŜ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ŀƴȅ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ōǳǘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦΩ όǇ нтпύ  

Discussion Point: ±ŀǘƛ ǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ aŀǊƎƻǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛan 
authorities to free Dieter. Discuss his actions and how you might have responded in the same 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Iƻǿ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨōǊŀǾŜΩ ƻǊ ΨƪƛƴŘΩ ƛƴ ǿŀǊΚ  

 

Discussion Point: wŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ DƻƭŘŀǇǇ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
commandant when Margot reveals they are sisters (p 34).  Does her passion for him justify 
wŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΚ 

 

Discussion Point: Margot is forced to blackmail her sister Renate and her lover Captain 
Goldapp to find Dieter a warmer, safer job in the laundry, and to steal in order to placate the 
kapo, and to protect Dieter. Are such actions justified in such perilous situations?     
 

Discussion Point: What other moral issues are canvassed in this novel?   
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KEY QUOTES 

The following quotes relate to some of the Themes above. You might like to present any one 
of them (or two related quotes) to your students as a catalyst for further discussion, or as the 
subject of an essay outlining how the quote reflects a theme which is central to this novel: 

 
ΨLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŦƛƭǘƘȅ WŜǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
feel affection like this. They lack the human 
feelings for such tender emotions, but knowing 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳŜ ŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ 
ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀƭǘƘŜǊΦ LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƴŘ 
this one to its dŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦΩ όǇ нмύ  

Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƘƻŜ ǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ hǊŀƴƛŜƴōǳǊƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
days. I could ask the parents of dead soldiers if 
they have a pair lying idle, but that seems 
harder than stealing schnapps from drunken 
guards. The solǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦΩ 
(p 97) 

Ψ/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘŜŀŘΦΦΦΩόǇ 
101)  

ΨaŀǊƎƻǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ L ƪŜǇǘ 
her alive in the words of my letters. I had to 
send them to her as if she were still alive. The 
ƘƻǇŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ L ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ 
ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦΩ όǇ ммтύ  

Ψ²ƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǎǘŜΚΩ όǇ мпоύ  

ΨL ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΣ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ not going to die 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦΩ όǇ мфпύ   

Ψ Ψ5ŜǾƻǘƛƻƴΣ ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΦΩ IŜ 
looked on the verge of collapse, as it was an 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘΦ ΨbƻΣ ǎƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ 
better than that. Someone should say it now 
matter how out of place it sounds in this room. 
The girl was deeply in love with he. He said 
fiercely, nodding at Dieter in case there was any 
ŘƻǳōǘΦ Ψ5ŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣΩ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƭƻƴŜΦΩ 
(p 22)  

Ψbƻ Ƴŀƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻƴ ŀ 
ǇŀƎŜΣΩ όǇ нппύΦ  

Adolf Hitler is dead. The Fürher we called him, at 
home and in the classroom, as though his name 
was too sacred to use in ordinary speech. How I 
once loved him; he was one of my three great 
loves. Now, it makes me sick to think that I 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦΩ όǇ нпуύ  

ΨAnya was right; the Nazis did win the war inside 
ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΦΩ όǇ нслύ   

ΨIŜ ǊƻōōŜŘ ƳŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
one of his victims ς not like you, Dieter, or the 
Jews left behind in Sachsenhausen. This is my 
ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦΩ όǇ нссύ 

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ enormous shock to us as 
we had no idea our father was a concentration 
camp survivor. Our parents rarely spoke of that 
time in their lives and we respected their silence, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŎŀǊǊŜŘ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ ǊŀƛŘΦΩ (p 289) 
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CURRICULUM TOPICS  

Language and Literacy 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ΨCŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ τ  it tells a story set in the past 
including real and imagined people.  

Discussion Point:  James Moloney uses historical research as the background to this fictional 

ǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘ aŀǊƎƻǘ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴΩǎ 

reaction to the death of Hitler which lends immediacy to this historical event. What other 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜΩ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΚ 

 
Activity: Read some of the historical fiction about this era listed in the Bibliography and 
compare to this novel.  
 

¶ Suspense in a story hinges on the intended ending and also on what the reader or audience 
expects to happen.  

Discussion Point: When Margot is captured by the Russians we are led to believe that she 
may have died, so discovering that she has survived is one of the suspenseful turning 
Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭΦ ²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻŦ aŀǊƎƻǘ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ 
their daughter Lilianna included at the end of the novel. What other suspenseful 
revelations were there? 
 

Activity: What was the most suspenseful moment in the novel, in your opinion? 

¶ Narrative Structure τ Relies on chapters leading the reader from one to the next, and 
requires both strong chapter beginnings and endings. 

Activity: Chapter endings are dramatic turning points. Choose a chapter ending. What 
might have happened immediately after the ending of that chapter?   
 

¶ Narrative Perspective τ this story is told in first person, past tense, in both Margot and 
5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ όǇǇ муς20); 
letters from Dieter to Margot (pp 23ς4, p 32, p 51, pp 72ς3, pp 206ς8); letters from 
Margot to Dieter (pp 44ς5, pp 47ς8, p 109, p 125); fragments from letters to each other 
(pp 57ς8, pp 119ςнлύΤ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ aǳǘǘƛ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ όǇǇ нсς27 ); a letter from Dieter 
to his Mutti (pp 42ς3, p 55); a letter from Gerhard Baumann to Dieter (p 174); a letter 
from Margot Lipsky to Mrs Kleinschmidt (pp 182ς3); a letter from Margot Lipsky to Mrs 
Kleinschmidt and Dieter (p 184). The novel concludes with an exchange of letters written 
in 2016 from Lilianna Musgrave (daughter of Margot and Dieter in Brookvale, NSW, 
Australia) to a Dr Chaim Zimmerman (Director of the Jewish Museum in Berlin) (pp 285ς
90). How does this alternate narrative arrangement enhance the story?  
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Discussion Point: How might the story have changed had it been written in third person? 
Discussion Point: Write a letter as if written by Renate to Margot, in reply to an imagined 
letter sent from Australia by Margot. 
 

¶ Symbolism  
 
How does the symbol of the swastika convey meaning throughout this novel? Were there 
other symbols employed in the narrative? 

 

¶ Use of Ornate, Poetic Language, and Devices such as Simile and Metaphor  

Activity: This novelist often employs suggestive language, eg. Corporal Meier says to 
aŀǊƎƻǘΥ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƳǇ ǿƛǘƘŜǊǎ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΣΩ ΦΦΦ Ψ¢ƘŜƴ L ǎǘǳƳōƭŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΣ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ a burnt-
out ŦƛŜƭŘΦΩ όǇ млуύ /ƘƻƻǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ 
and add to the table below: 
  

Simile  

Metaphor  

Personification  

Alliteration  

Other  

 

¶ Setting 
 

Discussion Point:  Setting is evoked via all the senses. Find examples in this text of 
description which employs sight, hearing, taste, smell and feeling. 

¶ Critical Literacy  

This text might be used to encourage students to use critical literacy skills.   

Activity:  Discuss for example, the significance of the names of the two children born to 
Margot and Dieter ς Lilianna and Walther.  

¶ Visual Literacy  

Images can enhance text in a variety of ways. 

Activity: The cover of a book is an ideogram for the contents, and a marketing tool as well. 
Examine the cover of this book. What does it suggest about the narrative? 

Activity: Create a new cover for the work, drawing on either theme or incident to create 
the image. Use techniques such as collage. Write a blurb for the back cover of the book as 
well.  

Activity:  Create a Book Trailer based on this book. (See Bibliography for resources.)  
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Activity:  Read some graphic novels about WWII. Create a graphic novel panel for one of 
the scenes in this novel. [See Bibliography.] 

 

SOSE  

¶ History 

Although this is a fiction, it also gives you insights into its historical background.  

Activity: Sachsenhausen concentration camp is the setting for much of this novel. 
Research its history and how that is reflected in this novel.  

Activity: Choose a particular event mentioned in the novel and read various historical 
accounts of it.    

Activity: Brainstorm the aspects of history revealed in this text and make a list of 
topics. Then invite the class in groups to research any aspect of history which is 
outlined in this text.  

Activity: Much of what an historical fiction writer does is to take the reality and to 
elaborate on it imaginatively, for example, neither Margot nor Dieter are real people, 
but James Moloney has drawn on research to make their lives credible. Read what 
other writers of historical fiction say about the role of the imagination in illuminating 
history.  

¶ Social Class and Culture  

This is another aspect of the historical context explored in this novel. 

Discussion Point: The Jewish people were ostracised, confined to ghettos, and denied 
work and rations as part of the build-up to the Holocaust. Such social engineering can 
very quickly disempower any social group very effectively.    

Discussion Point: Study statistics regarŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ 
population before and after WWII.  

¶ Values 

This novel conveys a strong sense of moral values. 

Discussion Point: What values are particularly evident in this text?  

Activity: Create a table and list some of the values demonstrated in any of the scenes 
or events in this book with a corresponding quote to illustrate it.   
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FURTHER POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1.: What does the title of this novel suggest or refer to?  
 
2. aŀǊƎƻǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƻŦ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ƨƻō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
mailroom at the Sachsenhausen prison camp. She has been educated to worship Hitler. But 
she has no idea of the torture and execution being carried out in such places. How must so 
many teenagers have been brainwashed and then coped in such ambiguous employment, 
where they inevitably discovered the horrors perpetrated by the regime?  
 
3. This is a story of loss and separation. All three families ς the Baumanns, the Kleinschmidts 
and the Lipskys ς lose their loved ones. They are forced to make choices which involve further 
losses in order to discover new lives.   
 
4.  CǊŀǳ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴ ƛǎΣ ŀǎ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŀƴ ΨƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘΩ όǇ нсфύ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ 
any sympathy for her or did you find her behaviour totally reprehensible?  
 
5.:  hƴŜ ƻŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ !Ǌȅŀƴ wŀŎŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ 
ΨǊŜŦƛƴƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΩ WŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŜǳƎŜƴƛŎǎΩ 
inspired the Lebensborn Program which encouraged women of Aryan extraction to bear 
ΨǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƘƻǊǊŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǉǳƛŜǘƛƴƎ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ bŜƻ-
Nazism throughout the world today,  with figures such as Geert Wilders, a Dutch leader of 
The Party of Freedom (Partij voor de Vrijheid ς PVV). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert_Wilders> and Marion Anne Perrine "Marine" Le Pen, 
French leader of the National Front (French: Front national; FN) 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_Le_Pen>What drives people to disseminate such 
hatred and to declare such extreme views? 
 
6. Anya, the Polish doctor with whom Margot works for a time, seems to be a very hard 
woman, as a result of her experiences in Warsaw. And yet her actions belie this hardness, in 
ƘŜǊ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǳƎƘ ƭƻǾŜΩ ǎƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
training Margot.  
 
7. ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ wŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ŦŀǘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ DƻƭŘŀǇǇΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǊƎƻǘ ŀƴŘ wŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΚ  
 
8.  /ƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ aŜƛŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ 5ƛŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅΦ Iow might 
the court have treated Meier? 
 
9.:  Margot Lipsky, her brother Ethan, and their friend Jerzy Radinski emigrate to Palestine. 
Based on your research into the exodus of so many people to the Middle East and the 
tensions which have evolved in that region since WWII, what might their lives there have 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert_Wilders
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been like?  
 
10. Read and compare this novel to other books about the Holocaust listed in the 
Bibliography.  
 
11. ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƛƭƛŀƴƴŀΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ aŀǊƎƻǘ ƴƻǊ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
war-time experiences to their children. What doŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘΚ  Ψ{ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ ƎǳƛƭǘΩ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎŜǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǎŜŎǊŜŎȅΤ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ 5ƛŜǘŜǊ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aŀǊƎƻǘ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴ 
was his alone and he would never ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΦΩ όǇ мффύ  
 
12. Did you find the ending satisfactorily resolved the narrative?  
 
 
Websites  ς WWII and the Holocaust Resources 

Anne Frank House 

<http://www.annefrank.org/en/ 

Ψ!ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ /ƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀƳǇΩ Wikipedia 

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auschwitz_concentration_camp> 

Ψ!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ WŜǿǎΩ Wikipedia   

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Jews> 

Ψ.Ŝǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL όмфофςмфпрύΩ Good Reads 

<http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/17000.Best_Children_s_Books_about_World_War_II
_1939_1945_> 

Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘκ²²LL .ƻƻƪǎΩ Good Reads 

<http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/40171.Best_Young_Adult_Holocaust_WWII_Books> 

Bonegilla Migrant Experience  

<http:/ /www.bonegilla.org.au/> 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ŀǊ 

<https://thechildrenswar.blogspot.com.au/> 

Ψ5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŎŀƳǇΩ Wikipedia  

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_persons_camp> 

http://www.bonegilla.org.au/
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Ψ5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ /ŀƳǇǎ ƛƴ tƻǎǘ-²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩ Museum Victoria  

<https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/13619> 

Ψ9ǳƎŜƴƛŎǎΩ Wikipedia  

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugenics> 

ΨDŜŜǊǘ ²ƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ Wikipedia  

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert_Wilders>  

DƻƭŘǎǘŜƛƴ 9ƭƛǎǎŀ Ψ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ YƛŘǎ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΥ Iƻǿ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ƛǎ ¢ƻƻ ¸ƻǳƴƎΚΩ Tablet August 
29, 2014  

<http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-life-and-religion/183320/let-the-celebrations-begin>  

Ψ¢ƘŜ IƛǘƭŜǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩ Holocaust Education and Archive Research Team 

<http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/hitleryouth.html> 

 ΨIƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΥ CƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ bƻƴ-CƛŎǘƛƻƴΩ Jewish Book Council 

<http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/subject-reading-list/holocaust> 

Immigration Museum 

<https://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/> 

Jewish Australia 

<http://www.jewishaustralia.com/> 

Ψ[ŜōŜƴǎōƻǊƴΩ Wikipedia  

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebensborn> 

aŎ/ŀǊǘƘȅΣ wƻǊȅ ΨtƻƭƛǎƘ DƛǊƭΩǎ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ŘƛŀǊȅ ¦ƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ сл ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ The Guardian 6 June 
2007 

<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/jun/05/israel.secondworldwar> 

ΨaŀǊƛƴŜ ƭŜ tŜƴΩ Wikipedia  

 <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_Le_Pen> 

ΨbŜƻ-bŀȊƛǎƳΩ Wikipedia   

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neo-Nazism> 

Ψtƻǎǘ-war crisis and the establishment of thŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩ Holocaust Encyclopedia  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert_Wilders


 
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be 

reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale. 

       
Page 18 

<https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005459> 

Ψtƻǎǘ-ǿŀǊ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩ Wikipedia  

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-war_immigration_to_Australia> 

ΨwŜǎŎǳŜΩ Holocaust Encyclopedia United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) 

<https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005185> 

Ψ{ŀŎƘǎŜƴƘŀǳǎŜƴΩ Wikipedia   

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sachsenhausen_concentration_camp> 

Solstein, Eric Germany: a Country Study Washington: GPO for the Library of Congress, 1995. 
<http://countrystudies.us/germany/> 

Ψ¢ƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΩ Wikipedia  

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust> 

The Holocaust Teacher Resource Centre (HTRC) 

<http://www.holocaust-trc.org/childrens-books-about-the-holocaust/non-fiction/> 

Ψ¢ƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ YƛŘǎ .ƻƻƪǎΩ /ŀǊƻƭ IǳǊǎǘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ {ƛǘŜ   

<http://www.carolhurst.com/subjects/history/holocaust.html> 

Sydney Jewish Museum  

<http://sydneyjewishmuseum.com.au/> 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) 

<https://www.ushmm.org/> 

Ψ²²н DŜǊƳŀƴȅ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΣ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩ Feldgrau.com German Armed Forces 
Research 1918-1945 <https://www.feldgrau.com/WW2-Germany-Statistics-and-Numbers> 

Non-Fiction  ς Other Teaching Resources 

Chinn, Mike Writing and Illustrating the Graphic Novel: everything you need to know to Create 
Great Graphic Works London, New Burlington Books, 2004, 2006.  

/ǊŜǿΣ DŀǊȅ ΨCƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ bƻƴŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ CŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ Magpies, Vol 19, Issue 2, May 2004, 
pp 8ς10. 

5ƛǎƘŜǊΣ DŀǊǊȅ  ϧ /ŀǎǿŜƭƭΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ Ψ[ƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘ ϧ tǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ ƛn Time Will Tell: 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ нмst century: Proceedings from the Fourth National Conference of 

http://sydneyjewishmuseum.com.au/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.feldgrau.com/WW2-Germany-Statistics-and-Numbers
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ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜΣ мффуΣ  edited by Sieta van der Hoeven. 
CBCA, 1998, pp 81ς5.   

CǊŜƴŎƘΣ WŀŎƪƛŜ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΩ ACTWrite, Vol. 18, No. 3, April 2012, pp 4ς5. 

DƭŜŜǎƻƴΣ [ƛōōȅ Ψ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƛŎǘƛƻƴ aȅ {ǘƻǊȅ {ŜǊƛŜǎΩ Magpies Vol 16, Issue 4, September 
2001, pp 12ς4. 

ΨtŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƛƭΥ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CƛŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ōȅ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΤ WŀŎƪƛŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΣ 
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