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The Love That | Have

ByJames Moloney
Book Summary:

Margot Baumann has left school to take up her sister's job ir
the mailroom of a large prison. But this is Germany in 18,
the prison is Sachsenhausen concentration camp near Berlii

Margot is shielded from the camp's brutality as she has no
contact with prisoners. But she does handle their mail and,
when given a cigarette lighter and told to burn the letters, sh
horrified by the callous act she must carry out with her own
hands. This is especially painful since her brother was taken
prisoner at Stalingrad and her family have had no letters fror
him. So Margot steals a few letters, intending to send them i
secret, onlyto find herself drawn to their hearending words
of hope, of despair, and of love.

This historical novel explores the complexity of war, and the
fraught part played by ordinary people in it, and is an extreme
moving, and yet subtle testimony to the power of words, and
most of all, to the power of love.

JAMES MOLONEY Themes

f 22NI R 2 NJ inan¥and MadgidmS N & |
1 The Holocaust and Arsiemitism
ISBN9781460754634 1 Displaced People and Refugees
eBook: 9781460709054 2 Australia During and After World War II
1

Friendship and Love Versus Hate
Morality and Choice

Notes byRobyn SheahaBright

Recommended fokJpper Secondargtudents

These notes may be reproduced free of cha
reproduced(either in whole or ir

Page?



CONTENTS

= = = =

BOOK SUMMARY
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
AUTHOR INSPIRATION
CHARACTERS
o The Significance of Character
0 Major Characters
0 Minor Characters
o Character Arcs
THEMES
0 22NIR 2FNJLLZ I AdGf SNDRA
o The Holocaust and Artliemitism
o Displaced People and Refugees
o Australia During and After World War Il
o Friendship and Love Versus Hate
o0 Morality and Choice
KEY QUOTES
CURRICULUM TOPICS
o Language and Literacy
o SOSE
FURTHER POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
I ! ¢ 1 h ®TES OM THE TEXT
BIBLIOGRAPHY

DSNXI y&

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced(either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.

Page3



BOOK SUMMARY

w5253 GKSNB ySSR G2 oS | tl¢g 3IFrAyad t20S fSai
2F dza>x GKIG AdGQa || KdzYly GKAyYy3a FyR LI eé&a y2 |aid

Sixteenyearold MargotBaumann begins work as a clerk in the mailroom at Sachsenhausen,

a concentration camp in her hometown of Oranienburg, north of Berlin, taking the job her

sister Renate has vacated to become personal assistant to a Captain Goldapp. Margot has no
access tohe prisoners and is not aware of the atrocities taking place. But she begins to

secretly read the letters by inmates, which she has been told by her superior to burn, and

realises that, far from what she has been taught, the Jewish people have dees figsling

like her own. Her brother Walther is a prisoner in Stalingrad and her other brother Franz is in

the German forces too, so she feels sympathy for these prisoners and the need to protect

their letters. She is particularly touched by those written pgung German prisoner named

Dieter Kleinschmidt to a Jewish girl named Margot Lipsky whose family the Kleinschmidts had
KARRSY AY 1 IFyy2@8SNE dzyiAf GKSANI RA&A02OSNE | yR
touch Margot so deeply that she decid® ease his pain by writing letters back, in the

pretence that the other Margot has sent them. She becomes so involved in this subterfuge

that she also seeks to protect him from the brutal weather by blackmailing her sister Renate

and her married loverdptain Goldapp into transferring him into the laundry where it is

warmer, and where he is assigned safer work. Dieter and Margot meet, and then she is

of  O1TYFAESR 08 | W{ILRQ Ayd2 oNAYyIAYyIT KAY adz2ft
despairing soldieCorporal Meier is so impressed by her obvious love for Dieter that he risks

his life to help her to smuggle supplies in to him. Neither is sure of the love of the other, given

the few times they have met. The war ends and Dieter is released but retinisgamily via

a brutal march enforced by the SS before being abandoned to make his own way to a hospital

AY 11Y0odzNH YR (GKSYy o0F 01 G2 1 Fyy2@SN» Ly GKS A
escape, by Captain Goldapp, but instead, Margot hides mattoken of her home where she

0dzZNA Sa (GKS LINR&aA2YySNARQ fSGGSNR akKS KIFa O02ffSOGS
abandoned camp, and is captured, and badly branded with a swastika on her cheek by a

Russian soldier, before becoming an assistant tivanrworked Polish female doctor, Anya.

Dieter discovers via a letter to his mother from Margot Lipsky that she and her brother Ethan
survived. He travels to meet her in Berlin knowing that she never loved, or is likely to love

him. He also receives atkat from Frau Baumann saying that Margot has died. He decides to

visit her grave to place a letter on it, on the way home from Berlin, but is stunned to find her

at home with her parents, although she refuses to see him. She finally agrees to meet him,

andshe reveals her terrible affliction. Their story ends enigmatically with Dieter being

arrested for collaboration during the war. Margot begs her father to intervene, &vaib.

However, Dieter is released after trial, on the brave evidence of Corpeie, Mho is

himself on trial for his actions as a member of the Gestapo (and who has almost certainly

signed his own death warrant), and on the condition that Dieter travel home to Hannover.

The letter left for Margot by Dieter is destroyed by her vindianother but the words on its

envelope are saved by her father, and give Margot some hope, in that they were fmitten

her alone. The story ends there, but is taken up again in some final letters written in 2016 by

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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a Lilianna Musgrave, to the directfrthe Berlin Museum, which bring this moving tale to a
conclusion, albeit an opeanded one.

This historical novel explores the complexity of war, and the fraught part played by ordinary
people in it, and is an extremely moving, and yet subtle testinwotine power of words, and
most of all, to the power of love.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A % 4 A x

JamesMoloneft & 2y S 2F 1 dzaGNF Al Qa Yz2ald NBALISOGSR FyF
odzi g2 2F KAa 0221a KIFI@ZS 0SSy akKz2wdidedh aiSR 2NJ
CrYAft& ! gFNRa F2NJ/ KAf I?NS)/Qé [ AGSNY GdzNB= / KA R
/| KAt RNByQa [AGSNI GdzNB ! ¢ NRa FyR KIFIR GAGf Sa &S
Library in Munich. See his website for further insights intbfé@iand work.
http://www.jamesmoloney.com.au/
CHARACTERS
The Significance of Charact@haracters are the heart of any narrative, the catalysts for
action, and the central core around which all other narrative aspects must revolve and work.
In this wok there are several major characters (some of whom figure briefly in the action)
and a cast of minor ones.
Major Charactersviargot Baumann and Dieter Kleinschmidt.
Discussion PoinDiscuss the characters of Margot and Dieter.
Discussion Poin? ¢ QKNI y2 L2 alddz2NAy3I 6AGK 5ASGSNI YT SAy
ANRGY dzL)J g AGKD® 1 SQa y20 | o62&x (KFdiQa GKS
adzNIDA SO 6MWOdMmm 5ASGSNRA LISNE2YFEAGE Fa ]

parts of the narrative.

Discussion Point Sy I+ S ale&a G2 ! to0AS D2f RILIL)Y Wal NB?
1Yy26y KSNJ (2 2 o001 2y KSNJI g2NR®Q O0L) Tno 2
false?

Discussion Poingvhich of the main characters did you find most appealing, and
why?

Minor Charactersa F NH2 1 Q4 aAaGSNJ wSYyIdSsE FyR KSNJ LJ N
CNI dz . FdzYlIyyT ' yGSNRPFFAI ASNI Wdzy3SZ al NH2( Q.
OSYy&az2NJ Ay GKS YFAENRB2YT /[ FLIWNFAY 'f0AS D2fR
parents; Margot Lipsky and EthanlLJa { @€ 2 5ASUSNDa OKAf RK22R TN

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced(either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.

Pageb



AdzZNDAG2NET GKS (FLR +FadG {IOK&ASYKIdzZaSYy T [/ 2NLJ
lyels (KS t2fAakK R200G2NJ al NH2G ¢2N)la 6AGK -
friend; Ben, a Jewish/Australiaaldier in the English Military Police whom Dieter

meets in Hannover.

Discussion Points there a minor character who might have played a larger part, eg.
Corporal Meier or Margot Lipsky? Why would you have liked to have seen more of
this or any other clracter?

Character Arcsre the curve on which key events show how a character grows or
develops in response to events and to interactions with other characters in the novel.

Activity:Choose a character and trace an arc on which key events indicate some
aspect of their personality or change in their behaviour.

Themes-77pp (EOI AO6O ' AOi ATU AT A . AUEOI

W5ASUSNI gl ayQli NBIRe TR0 LISN® AKWSI Ydzi B3 NBIFS { & K/ Ry
the centre of the city... What he saw now was that giantspfeaged the same game with a

living city. The relentless tide of war had washed through Berlin, leaving only a wall here and
G§KSNB a SOARSYyOS 27F gKIG KFER 2y0S ait22R F2dzNJ

Activity:Research the origins of WWII and how and why Bitler LJ2 ¢ SNJ INBg Ay (KS
FNRY KAada NAR&AS AYy wmpoo (2 GKS 2dzioNBF{| 2F 22LL
was one factor, and growing unemployment was another.

Discussion Poirt KI &t ¢l & GKS LIKAf2a2LKe O0SKAYR | Alf SND:
AY ITAGESNE FYR +F0GA SELINBaasSa Kaa 06StAST Ay (K
AO0N2Y3 F20SNYYSYiduQ 6L mMmHpL gKAOK oONRAAKG &2 NJ
Margot when she asks if he still believes in him after the losses of war. Discuss his statements

in relation to research into how Hitler seized power in Germany.

Activityy 5Aa0dzaa GKS NRfS 2F (GKS ffASR O2dzy i NARSa
which supported him.

Activity:Research the destruction of Germany as a power during WWII, and the history of
how Germany fared after the war.

Activity:Read other YA novels about this period in Germany. [See Bibliography.]

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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Themes- The Holocaust and Anti -Semitsism

W{2 YdzOK G2N¥Syi KIF& tSIOKSR Ayid2 GKAa&a 3INBdzyR
F3FAYy®dQ 6L Tco

Discussion Pointt has been said that some six million European Jews or two thirds of the

Jewish population in Europewere lRlle 6 & | AGf SNR&A 2FFAOSNABR |yR az2fF
during the Holocaust, also known as the Shoah. How was Hitler able to mobilise such feelings

AY LISNBEdZF RAYy3 W2NRAYIFINRBQ LIS2LX Sr2@NI FAQY A I & A
the Jews before ik time. How long has Ariemitism existed in the world? As Ben says to
BASELSME w20 fA1S 1 A0t SNI AyaSy iSIR KdPINBER 2F (KS

Discussion PoiltP¢ KS ¢g2NER(G 2F G(KSY Sy22@8SR AGT eé2dz O2dz
best thing that ever happened to their kind because they could torment the defenceless all

RFe f2y3 FyR 3Si4G F YSRIf F2NIAGPQ 6L mdbpuv ! NB
others?

Discussion Pointoncentration camps were places where abominations were committed.
Y{Y21SKQ KS NBLSIiaz ddd WYWb2r GKFIG Fdz2NyI OS Aa
what goes on within these walls although she receives hints (p 65) and (p 10tjdisow

many other ordinary people fail to notice the deaths taking place in close proximity to them?

Or did many simply ignore or refuse to acknowledge the evidence?

Discussion Poirithis novel encourages readers to understand the feelings of ordinary

peopleAy GKAA (SaGAy3a GAYSP ¢KS 2LISyAy3a fAySa | NB
Oy NBYSYOSNI LQ@S f2@0SR GKNBS GKAy3aay GKS f2y3
' R2fF | AGE SN®PQ o60LJ o0 2SS KIF@S NBI BReyaatoldy dzOK | 6 2 d:

writing these words is shocking; but we come to understand the historical and personal
context in which Margot lived, and how young people were indoctrinated.

Discussion Pointfter WWII, Jews were persecuted by their fellow Jews when suspected of
having collaborated while interned in concentration camps, as Dieter is. Why did Jewish
people turn against their own in this way? And why did others continue to resent the Jews
evenafter the terrible extermination of millions of their relatives became sekmelivn?

Discussion PoitPL 1 Qa (G KS WSg¢ga R2Ay3I (KS (AfftAy3d y260Q
after demobilisation facedewish retribution after WWII, and the Russiaase also brutal
towards those Germans they captured. Brutality often unleashes brutality in the victims.

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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Activity:! Yy S ONa&Dyjafy 6 & Young GitD47) about her experiences as a Jewish child

hiding during World War llisregarded a§dca a A O 62N)] 2F YSY2ANXD al NA2
were similarly hidden by the Kleinschmidt family early in WWII. Read other such memoirs

revealing the persecution of Jews. Discuss the dangers encountered by such brave people,

should their actions be discoverby authorities. [SeBibliography]

Discussion Poiritanguage used in such dire situations as the Holocaust is often deliberately
ofFyR G2 YlLal GKS aortsS 2F GKS |diNROAGeT ST t
Today such language masksikimatrocities taking place throughout the world.

Discussion Pointlargot has been brought up to believe in the superiority of the Aryan

people to Jews, and to admire Hitler. But he war and reading the letters in the camp

mailroom changes that. Read 6 LJ- dal 3SY W W5AR (KS& OKIy3asS | ye
a 20 ao4)a@ndldiscuss. o

Displaced People and Refugees

Wittt 2dNJ Fdzyda FyR dzyOf Sa FNB 3I2yS a2 (GKSNB Aa
O2dzy i NE®Q O0LJ myno

Discussion PoinBetween 11 million and 20 million people were displaced during World War

Il. Research the plight they found themselves in the DP camps and the immigration programs
negotiated with various countries which responded to their need fgetéement. Where

did many of these DPs immigrate to?

Discussion Point:

We¢KSe 1SSLI K ga AYy I aSLINIXYaGS OF YL 6SO!F dza S
¢t KSNBQ@PS 06SSy ol aKAy3dIazr YdZNRSNBRPQ 6L mpnv al ye
on their further jarneys.

Palestine and the Jewish People

WeKS 2yte gle ¢S Oty fAQGS 6AGK2dzi LISNESOdziA2Y

DiscussionPoina I y & WS gAaK LIS2LIX S 6K2 ¢ SN ctheyzZNIDA @32 NE 2
fled frompostwar antiSemitism to form the newly declared Jewish state of Israel in
Palestine. Trace the history of this country and the conflicts which have followed.

Discussion Point?Vhat were the challenges Jewish people confronted in creating a new
autononous Jewish state in a region where Arab people have lived for thousands of years?

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced(either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.

Pages



Emigrants to Australia After WW11

W WaleéeosS LQff 32 (2 'dAGNIEfAIFIZQ KS al ARX & dzNLIN

Discussion Poing&fter WWII, many European people emigratedtstralia and have formed
strong communities largely in Melbourne, Sydney, Perth and Adelaide. Research this topic
further.

Activity Ben, the Jewish Australian soldier (in English uniform) whom Dieter meets in the
street (p 166) in Hannover, in Septemi845 sews the seed for his immigration to Australia.
Many made lifechanging decisions like this by chance, with no idea of what type of country
they were coming to.

Friendship and Love

#KS RSIR aK2dzZ R (y2¢ (GKSe IINB t20SR 2dzad fA1S
Discussion Pointd KI 1 Qa (KS RAFFSNBYyOS 06SiGoSS
OdzNY Ay 3 dzy GAf Al A I & t t 1
expresion of her faith in love.

Discussion Poiit wSy I 1SQa RSOfINIXdAz2zy 27F {2
[ LAY D2fRIFLILI O2YLI NB (2 al NAH2GQa F2NJ 5ASi

DiscussionPoine F NE2 G [ ALJAal1& alea (42 S5ASGSNY Whdz2NJ KSIF N
(KSYDPQ 6LI mpy 0 908y 6KSy 5ASGSNI GKAYyla aksQa R
GKAOK KS OFyy2d OoNBI1® WLQY FfY24i FNBSZ KS 2
treacheralzi G¢2NR® ! f Y2A00Q 6L mppv 2 KFG YI{1Sa GKIFG

each other?

Power of Words and Stories
WIS ySSRa KSNJIfABS Ay KA& KSFRZIQ 6L pcO®

DiscussionPoint y (KAa y2@Stsx alNA20GQa fSGGSNA (2 5ASi
to survive the concentration camp.

Discussion Point Words and books are powerful metaphors for hope in this and other

| 2f 20Fdzad yIF NN} GAQPSa adRKSFaoahNE dz2 %AMNR RaDE K
ASNASa YR WFEOlAS CNBYyOKQa |1 AGEtSNI GNARE 238 06S3A
writing and reading can offer solace or encourage hope in those who suffer torture or

RSLINA @I GA2y s NEBSTEaNIay Ofa Yding!'Gyl (1$47) @nidlothet sQch first

person narratives.

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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Survival and Hope

WeKS RSIFGK 2F K2LIS 1Affa Y2NB YSy Ay Yeé of 20]

Discussion Point:6 .i.KSNB Q& I 0 A EI ISNI T Af
beatings fromthe kapdsQ o6 LJ mmT 0 /Iy RS&LIS

Discussion Point:What else gives the characters in this novel hope?

Morality and Choice

NE Y25 GKSNBQa y2 [dFGs
2 QYSuKAya F2N 2yS 2F 0

N

KSNBQé y2 FI O
G G22 f14GS G2

T« N

Discussion Point+ F § A NA&aSa G2 alNB2GQa OKFff&y3asS FyR |
authorities to free Dieter. Discuss his actions and how you might have responded in the same
aAldzr A2y @ | 26 RATFTFTAOdzZA G Aa AG (2 06S WoNI @SQ

Discussion PointwSy I §SQa FFFFAN gAGK GKS YIFINNASR /I LI
commandabhwhen Margot reveals they are sisters (p 34). Does her passion for him justify
wSyl4dSQa OK2AO0Sa&aK

Discussion Point Margot is forced to blackmail her sister Renate and her lover Captain

Goldapp to find Dieter a warmer, safer job in the laundry, and to steal in order to placate the

kapo, and to protect Dieter. Are such actions justified in such perilous situations?

Discussion Point What other moral issues are canvassed in this novel?

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced(either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.
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KEY QUOTES

The following quotes relate to some of fhkemesabove. You might like to present any one
of them (or two related quotes) to your students as a catalyguftiner discussion, or as the
subject of an essay outlining how the quote reflects a theme which is central to this novel:

WLG R2SayQi aSSY LRajWeKSNBQa y2 akK2$S akKz
feel affection like this. They lack the human | days. | could ask the parents of dead soldiers
feelings for such tender emotions, but knowin( they have a pair lying idle, but that seems

GKFd R2SayQi ai2L) YS | harderthan stealing schnapps from drunken
Fa AF AdG KFER O02YS ¥FNJFguards.Thesoti A 2y Aa Of 2a8$s
thisonetoits @A GAY I GA2Y X L QJ|(p97)

KdzYly FSStAy3aodQ oLI ¢+
Y/ 2YAYy3 KSNB GKS gl & |Wal NBH2G O2dzZ RyQi NBI
gAGK GKS fA@GAyYy3S Ay ai heraliveinthe words of my letters. | had to
101) send them to heas if she were still alive. The
K2LJS ¢g2dZ RyQid 02YS dz
Fyed 2G0KSNJ £ SGGSNWDQ 6
dza G Ay GKYWL 1y2¢6 6KIFIG &2dz YSI
GSKQ 6L mnat SSLIZ 6 SOl dza Sot goidgio die
G2Y2NNRB G PQ OLI mpnv

W2 2dz R Al
32yS G2 4t

Q¢ Q¢

Y W5S@20A2y3 SYLI GKe@IWb2 YIy O2dzZ R gAYy Ye
looked on the verge of collapse, asitwasan |LJ 3SZQ 6L HnnoO @
STF2NI 2dzald G2 adle
better than that. Someone should say it now
matter how out of place it sounds in this room|
The girl was deeply lave with he. He said
fiercely, nodding at Dieter in case there was a
R2dzo i W5SSLIX e Ay f 2¢
GKSaS FTRRAGAZ2YIT &2NJ
(p 22)

Adolf Hitler is deadlhe Furher we called him, ¢ Ynya was right; the Nazigl win the war inside
home and in the classroom, as though hisnarf 2 dzZNJ KSI RAa®Q 6 LJ Hcn O
was too sacred to use in ordinary speech. Hoy
once loved him; he was one of my three great
loves. Now, it makes me sick to think that |
0StASOSR AYy KAY a2 O3
WIS NRPOOSR YS 2F SOSNWEKAA KI encdmysShotkio us ag
one of his victimg not like you, Dieter, or the | we had no idea our father was a concentratio
Jews left behind in Sachsenhausen. This is m| camp survivor. Our parents rarely spoke of th
Lldzy AAKYSY G ®Q 6 L) Hcc O |timeintheir lives and we respected their silen
SALSOALEte Fa Y& Yzi
RAdZNAY 3 | o06(@288)AYy 3 NI A

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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CURRICWUM TOPICS

Language and Literacy

T ¢KAA y20St A& | 62N) t2ifeldastini®tNdt@®past CAOGA2y 2N
including real and imagined people

Discussion Pointiames Moloney uses historical research as the background to this fictional
GSEG Ay Fy AYFIAAYFGADGS gLed C2N SEFYLX ST KS AY
reaction to the death of Hitler which lends immediacy to this historical event. What other

aSOtA2y Ay GKS y2@0St YIRS KAalG2NRB Y2NB WAYYSRA

Activity:Read some of the historical fiction about this era listedemihliographyand
compare to this neel.

1 Suspense in a story hinges on the intended ending and also on what the reader or audience
expects to happen.

Discussion Point/hen Margot is capted by the Russians we are led to believe that she

may have died, so discovering that she has survived is one of the suspenseful turning
LRAYGAa Ay GKS y2@0Sted 2S5 2yte SNy 2F al NB2I
their daughter Lilianna inglled at the end of the novel. What other suspenseful

revelations were there?

Activity:What was the most suspenseful moment in the novel, in your opinion?

1 Narrative Structure Relies on chapters leading the reader from one to the next, and
requires bothstrong chapter beginnings and endings.

Activity Chapter endings are dramatic turning points. Choose a@hapding. What
might have happened immediately after the ending of that chapter?

1 Narrative Perspective this story is told in first person, past tense, in both Margot and
5ASGSNRa @2A0Sad LG faz2 O2yidlAya ¢cIONFAYSyda ;
letters from Dieter to Margot (pp 23, p 32, p 51, pp %3, pp 20€8); letters from
Margot to Diger (pp 445, pp 4%8, p 109, p 125); fragments from letters to each other
(PP 5%8,pp11gH N0 T I £ SGGSNI FNRY ¢&A; 8 igteNdOdDiededz( G A (2
to his Mutti (pp 423, p 55); a letter from Gerhard Baumann to Dieter (p 174); a letter
from Margot Lipsky to Mrs Kleinschmidt (pp ¢B2 a letter from Margot Lipsky to Mrs
Kleinschmidt and Dieter (p 184). The novel concludes with an exchange of letters written
in 2016 from Lilianna Musgrave (daughter of Margot and Dieter in Brookvale, NSW,

Australia) to a Dr Chaim Zimmerman (Director of the Jewish Museum in Berlin) {pp 285
90). How does this alternate narrative arrangement enhance the story?

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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Discussion PoinHow might the story have changed had it been written in third person?
Discussiondnt: Write a letter as if written by Renate to Margot, in reply to an imagined
letter sent from Australia by Margot.

1 Symbolism

How does the symbol of the swastika convey meaning throughout this novel? Were there
other symbols employed in the narrative?

i Use of Ornate, Poetic Language, Bedices such as Simile and Metaphor

Activity: This novelist often employs suggestive language, eg. Corporal Meier says to

al NB2GY We¢KAA OF YL 6AGKSNR Y& az2dadbin® ddd WK
outF ASt RPQ 6L mnyuv [/ K22a8 2G0KSNJ ljd2GSa 6KAOK A
and add to the table below:

Simile
Metaphor
Personification
Alliteration
Other

1 Setting

Discussion PointSetting is evoked via all the senses. Find examples in this text of
description which employs sight, hearing, taste, smell and feeling.
9 Critical Literacy

This text might be used to encourage students to use critical literacy skills.

Activity: Discuss for example, the significance of the names of the two children born to
Margot and Dieteg, Lilianna and Walther.

1 Visual Literacy
Images can enhance text in a variety of ways.

Activity. The cover of a book is an ideogram for the contents, andrkeating tool as well.
Examine the cover of this book. What does it suggest about the narrative?

Activity Create a new cover for the work, drawing on either theme or incident to create
the image. Use techniques such as collage. Write a blurb for thedaskof the book as
well.

Activity: Create a Book Trailer based on this b@§SkeBibliographyor resources.)

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
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Activity Read some graphic novels about WWII. Create a graphic novel panel for one of
the scenes in this novel. [SBibliography|

SOSE
1 History
Although this is a fiction, it also gives you insights into its historical background.

Activity:Sachsenhausen concentration camp is the setting for much of this novel.
Research its history and how that is reflected in this novel.

Activity:Choae a particular event mentioned in the novel and read various historical
accounts of it.

Activity:Brainstorm the aspects of history revealed in this text and make a list of
topics. Then invite the class in groups to research any aspect of historyswvhich
outlined in this text.

Activity:Much of what an historical fiction writer does is to take the reality and to
elaborate on it imaginatively, for example, neither Margot nor Dieter are real people,
but James Moloney has drawn on research to makelites credible. Read what

other writers of historical fiction say about the role of the imagination in illuminating
history.

1 Social Clasand Culture
This is another aspect of the historical context explored in this novel.

Discussion Point:he Jewish people were ostracised, confined to ghettos, and denied
work and rations as part of the builgh to the Holocaust. Such social engineering can
very quickly disempower any social group very effectively.

Discussion PoinBtudy statisticsregRrA Y3 G KS Odzt G dzNIF £ o0NBIF |{ R246Y
population before and after WWII.

1 Values
This novel conveys a strong sense of moral values.
Discussion Point/hat values are particularly evident in this text?

Activity:Create a table and list some of the values demonstrated in any of the scenes
or events in this book with a corresponding quote to illustrate it.
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FURTHER POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1.: What does the title of this novel suggest or refer to?

2al NB2G A& 2dzad +F IANI 2F AAEGSSYy 6KSy akS St
mailroom at the Sachsenhausen prison camp. She has been educated to worship Hitler. But

she has no idea of the torture and execution being carried out in such plavesaust so

many teenagers have been brainwashed and then coped in such ambiguous employment,

where they inevitably discovered the horrors perpetrated by the regime?

3. This is a story of loss and separation. All three famities Baumanns, the Kleohmidts
and the Lipskyslose their loved ones. They are forced to make choices which involve further
losses in order to discover new lives.

4, CN) dz .l dzYtyy AazX Fa 5ASGSNI &alreéeaz Fy WAIyYy2NI yi
any sympathy fordr or did you find her behaviour totally reprehensible?

5.hyS 2F 1 AGE SNDRDa Sy¥T2NOSR 6StASTa sla GKFG 1
WNBFAYAYIQ GKS LRLMzE I GA2Y | yR SEGSNXYAYlFGAY3 GK
inspired thelLebensborn Program which encouraged women of Aryan extraction to bear
WLISNFSOUIQ OKATfRNBY® ! fiK2dzZ3K &ddzOK O2y OSLJia I NB
Nazism throughout the world today, with figures such as Geert Wilders, a Dutch leader of

The Party of Freedor{Partij voor de Vrijheigd PVV).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert WildersandMarion Anne PerrinEMarin€' Le Pen

French leader of the National FrafrenchFrontnational FN)
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_Le_Pen>What drives people to disseminate such

hatred and to declare such extreme views?

6. Anya, the Polish doctor with whom Margot works for a time, seems to be a very hard

woman, as a result of her exqiences in Warsaw. And yet her actions belie this hardness, in

KSNJ FASNDS RSRAOFGAZ2Y (G2 KSNJ LI GASYydas FyR AY
training Margot.

72 KF§ R2 82dz AYlI3AyY

S wSyrasSQa FrisS YAIAKEG KI @S
f SIS gAGK /FLIWGIFAY D2t RI

LK 2 KIFG YAIKGEG KIF @S KI

8./ 2 N1J2 NJ ¢ aSASNDa (]SéGAYEVé AY 5)\6vi2‘1r63iQﬂ1Dé O 2 dzNJi
the court have treated Meier?

9.: Margot Lipsky, her brother Ethan, and their friend Jerzy Radinski emigrate to Palestine.
Based on your research into the exodus of so many people to the Middle East and the
tensions which have evolved in that region since WWII, what might their liveshthes
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert_Wilders

been like?

10.Read and compatre this novel to other books about the Holocaust listed in the
Bibliography

1128 £ SINY GKNRAZAK [AfAFYYFQ& tSGOSNE GKIFG ySA
war-time experiences to their children. What®id G KA & &adz33Sad Fo2dzi GKS
& dzZF F SNBRK W{ dzNIBAP2N) IdzAt 6Q YIlIe& 06S 2yS ¥FI 0Si
YSY2ZNASa gl a G GKS KSINI 2F (KA&a aArAfSyOSeo 54
was his alone andhewouldnedeK | NB Al y26®Q 0L MmO

12.Did you find the ending satisfactorily resolved the narrative?

Websites¢ WWII and the Holocaust Resources

Anne Frank House

<http://www.annefrank.org/en/

W dza OKgAGT |/ 2yWkifgdia N> GA2Yy /| YLIQ
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auschwitz_concentration_camp>

W1 dza (0 NJ Wikigegia WS ¢ & Q

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Jews>

W. Sal / KAfRNBYQa . x@pa@obdReads 2NI R 2| NJ LL omdod

<http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/17000.Best_Chéldrs Books_about World_War _Il
1939 1945 >

W, Sa0G |, 2dzy3 ! Rdz ( Goo@ReBdOIl dzaGik22LL .221aQ
<http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/40171.Best_Young_Adult Holocaust WWII_Books>
Bonegilla Migrant Experience

<http://www.bonegqilla.org.aw

¢tKS / KAt RNByQa 2| NJ
<https://thechildrenswar.blogspot.com.au/>
W5AaL) | OSR Widpatita2z ya O YLIQ

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_persons_camp>

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced(either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.

Pagel6


http://www.bonegilla.org.au/

W5 AaLX I OSR t SNEAZNIAR /2 'YNIMuskwyD\Getedialiy & Q
<https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/13619>

W9 dz3 Svkipedia Q

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugenics>

WD S S NI WikipddiR S NA Q

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert Wilders

D2f RAGSAY 9fA&&l WeSIOKAYI YARE Tabl@almusti KS | 2¢ 2
29, 2014

<http://www.tabletmag.com/jewistife-and-religion/183320/leithe-celebrationsbegin>
We¢ KS | A Holdast EddiadtioikaRd Archive Research Team
<http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/hitleryouth.html>
Wl 2f 20 dza (i Y -CAOM&wWaa/Baok-CpuRcilb 2 y
<http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/subjeceadinglist/holocaust>
Immigration Museum
<https://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationrseum/>

Jewish Australia

<http://www.jewishaustralia.com/>

W[ S o6 S yWikipeddl/ Q

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebensborn>

alO/ I NIIKéz w2NE Wt 2f AaK DANI Qthe Guarti@Ounelza & RA I NEB
2007

<https://lwww.theguardian.com/world/2007/jun/05/israel.secondworldwar>
Wa | NRA y Wikipegliat Sy Q
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_Le_Pen>

Wh H2 T Makpedlia

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NedNazism>

Wt Aarigrisis and the establishment ofth & G I (i SHoBcRustlEACKIogRHia)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geert_Wilders

<https://www.ushmm.org/wlic/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005459>

Wt & NI AYYAINI (WiRipediai 2 ! dzZA G NI f A Q
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poswvar_immigration_to_Australia>

Ww S aHdIdz&udt EncyclopedimitedStates Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)
<https:/www.ushmm.org/wic/en/article.php?Moduleld=10005185>

W{ I OKa SWikipediza Sy Q
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sachsenhausen_concentration_camp>

Solstein, EriGermany: a Country Studjashington: GPO for the Library of Congress, 1995.
<http://countrystudies.us/germany/>

We¢e KS | 2Wikipélladza (i Q

<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Holocaust>

The Holocaust Teacher Resource Centre (HTRC)
<http://www.holocausttrc.org/childrensbooksabou-the-holocaust/nonfiction/>

WeKS | 2f20F dza G /¢l KN\ dz3 KdzZNBAGRBA ./ 2KATEARINB Y Q& [ A G SN i
<http://www.carolhurst.com/subjects/history/holocaust.html>

Sydney Jewish Museum

<http://sydneyjevishmuseum.com.ac/

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)

<https://www.ushmm.orgé

W22y DSNXYIFye {GF GAailA Gadgravtca@r GambniAkredForce R b dzY 6 SN
Research 1918945<https://www.feldgrau.com/WWZsermanyStatisticsandNumbers

Non-Fiction ¢ Other Teaching Resources

Chinn, MikéNriting and Illustrating the Graphic Novel: everything you needte tmCreate
Great Graphic Worksondon, New Burlington Books, 2004, 2006.

I NB6S DIFENE WCAOGAZYS b 2MahedVohld, yssuk ¥ Ray@®4E [ A YA G &
pp &10.

5AAKSNE DIFNNE 9 /FagSttx . NAIyiimeWiRTRE Ay 3 G(KS t
| KAt RNBY Qa [ Asicéndy: Prazedsiings ffoin2he Bokrth National Conference of
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http://sydneyjewishmuseum.com.au/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.feldgrau.com/WW2-Germany-Statistics-and-Numbers

0KS / KAt RNByQa . 221 [/ 2 deditOdbfy Sictafvan!delzBldewed. f A | RSt |
CBCA, 1998, pp &.

CNBYyOKIZ WI O} RAATWWIteXd& 18 NN, Afrie2812,\pg3:

Df $842y3> [A00& W2aNR { Aly2 NAgMeSHER 6 4, Septantder A 2 Y
2001, pp 124.

Wt I NIAYI GKS £8SAEY 2NRAGAYI | A&G2NRAOFE CAOGAZY
/I T GKSNRAY S WA yMagpes\VeIRE, lssiie 2DMay F0A6y PREMED.

Rollins, Prenti¥he Making of a Graphic NoVeéatsonGuptill Publications, 2006.

Tui 2y S whkaYl WYy2g (i Kégpiésdalilg, 2ssl¥ 5, Miveainper Z00CpHB y OK Q
14c186.

Sheahan NA IKGX w2o0ey W{KINB I {{i2NE gAGK WFO1AS C
MagpiesVol 29, Issue 1, March 2014, ppv4

2 KSIGf Sex bif RMEEp@YO A63Iss@eMESeptember 2001, phB

Websites; Other Teaching Resources

Y, 221 -wIARUOBIKNEBE &Y LLIAGAOK 5AAGNAOG ¢SFOKSNI [ AdN
<http://idtl.net.au/booktrailers.php>

Y. 221 hdideatidg Bith:EwW@w.insideadog.com.au/teachers/bodkailers>
W, 221 C¢NF At SNAR T2N wShttR/Sviniokbadersarfe@lgr$ t £ S | I NOf S

WO E LJ2 & A U 2hsB//wébNdcaz &dyi/Inilinehak/ENG101/expository writing#tm
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AaSNIAOSAE aAyOS mMoppTtE FYR A& gARSt@ LlzomtAaKSR 2
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2 NAGSNRERQ [/ S ydumd® Bf JdmyREHregsl $he i©#Beesident of the IBBY

Australia Committee, and DeputyK I ANJ 2 F GKS . 2FNR 2F (KS ! dzad NI
LfEAlLIYOS GKAOK FTRYAYAAGSNE GKS 1 dzZaGNIf ALY [/ KAfT
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AY HAMHIE YR 2F (KS vdzSSyatlyR 2NARGSNAE / SyiuNBQ
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